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WHERE 


WOULD    BE    THE    HARM 


OP     A 


SPEEDY  PEACE  ? 


One  time  the  people  were  very  clamorous  for  ailifling  the  queen 
of  Hungary,  and  nothing  elfe  could  content  them.  Then  the  tide 
turned  ;  and  they  were  equally  clamorous  to  aflift  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
At  one  time  that  miferable  ifland  Cors  ica  was  the  favourite  objeft  ; 
at  another,  a  fet  of  rocks  abfolutely  barren,  in  the  midft  of  a  moft 
inbofpitable  fea  and  in  a  moft  wretched  climate,  engrolTed  their  atten- 
tion :  in  fliort,  any  thing  and  every  thing,  excepting  that  one  thing 
the  moft  needful  for  a  commercial  ftate, 

To  Jludy  to  be  quiet  and  to  do  our  own  bujinefs. 

How  a  nation,  fuch  as  ours,  whofe  continual  aim  it  mould  be  to 
increafe  tbe  number  of  its  friends,  and  to  attract  cuftomers  from  every 
part  of  the  globe,  mould  entertain  that  fondnefs  for  war  which  the 
Englilh  have  done  for  half  a  century  paft  is,  I  own,  beyond  my 
comprehenfion.  Nor  can  I  find,  even  if  we  had  come  off  conquerors 
in  every  engagement  by  fea  and  land,  that  thefe  mining  viclories  would 
have  reduced  the  price  of  our  manufattures,  or  made  them  one  jot 
the  better  or  cheaper,  or  fitter  to  be  exported  to  foreign  markets. 

DfiAN   TUCKER. 
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FR1C  E    THHE  E-PENC  E, 


WHERE    IS   THE    HARM 


O  F     A 


SPEEDY     PEACE? 


INHABITANTS  of  Britain  !  You.  who  lately  flood  forth 
the  afferters  of  Liberty  !  may  you  foon  be  fummoned  in 
the  narne  of  afflicted  humanity  to  appear  as  advocates  for 
Peace  !  It  is  a  dear  tnrcr~holy  caufe :  and  the  credit  acquired 
by  your  temperate  ardour,  together  with  the  fuccefs  of  your 
recent  efforts,  affords  your  country  a  fecurity,  that  on  this 
fecond  grand  occalion  you  would  difplay,  before  men  and 
angels,  the  fame  generality  of  fpirit,  reined  in  and  guided  by  the 
fame  difcretion.  At  the  word  fuccefs  I  care  not  .though  the 
minions  of  adminiftration  mould  exprefs  their  exultation  by  a 
contemptuous  fmile.  Unexpected  oppofition  has  undoubtedly 
had  the  effect  to  foften  one  harm  feature  of  the  Convention-Bill  : 
and  to  your  concurring  efforts  and  laudable  zeal  it  mufl 
be  afcribed,  that  a  magistrate  is  hot  to  preiide  over  your 
meetings  with  all  the  tyrannical  influence  of  aTurkiih  Bafhaw. 
For  what,  I  befeech  you,  is  there  in  the  character  of  the 
rn after-mover  of  thisbufmefs  from  which  an  impartial  reafoner 
can  infer,  that  he  had  lefs  in  his  thoughts  than  he  put  into  the 
nrft  draught  of  his  bill  ?  When  has  he  been  Ihy  in  extending 
influence,  and  exerting  it,  as  foon  as  eftablifhed,  for  the 
attainment  of  his  own  ends  ?  He  has  complained,  it  feems, 
of  mifreprefentation  !  how  juftly,  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  an  obfervant  and  veracious  member  of  parliament 
may  ferve  to  convince  you.  The  original  lies  for  public 
infpection  in  the  hands  of  my  Printer. 

"  Mr.  pin********  as  you  will  fee  by  his  bill  which 
"  was  prefented  yefterday,  has  left  out  the  moft  offenfive  and 
"  arbitrary  claufe,  viz.  the  reftricting  in  private  houfcs  con- 
"  verfation  on  political  fubjects.to  a  certain  number  of  perfons ; 
"  he  fays  now  that  he  never  had  fuch  an  intention,  though  on 
u  Tuefday  he  diftinctly  opened  it  as  part  of  his  plan." 

But  the  effect  of  national  -remonftranee  is  in  my  conception 
by  no  means  limited  to  thole  modifications  which  the  Bills 
have  undergone  or  may  undergo.  On  their  firrt  introduction 
1  repeated  in  defpair  Lord  Cheiterfit-ld's  exclamation,  how  much 
eajler  is  it  to  deceive  than  undeceive  mankind  !  for  in  truth  I  was 
fearful  that  the  ienfe  of  the  nation  would  be  held  in  the  fame 
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fpell  by  which  it  had  been  fo  long  bound.     Nor  did  I  expect 
that  any  thing  would  be  heard  in  apparition  to  the  daring 
invafion  of  our  "  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  rights,"  except 
a  few   unavailing  murmurs  from   the  profcribed  adherents  of 
liberty  and  virtue.     While  I   was  under  this   apprehenfion, 
there  arofe  before  my  imagination  a  picture  of  fociety  fuch  as 
it  rauft  become,   were  it  fubjected  to  the  full  rigour  of  thefe 
fatal  meafures.     In  the  fore  ground  I  beheld  fteam  afcending 
up  to  heaven,  volume  after  volume  ;  it  arofe  from,  the  executed 
martyrs  of  freedom.     In   the  diftance  lay  a  tract  ftrewed  over 
with  ruins,  as  after  the  paifage  of  an  hurricane  \  this  part  of 
the     fcene     reprefented    the  effects   of  popular  indignation, 
burfting  forth  in  all  its  undiftinguiihing  fury.     From  this  molt 
deplorable  of  national  calamities,  I  trull  it    will  prove   your 
glory  to  have  coniributed  to  lave  your  country.     One  thing  is 
polfible,    and   indeed   I  think  it   likely :    cunningly  devifed 
treafon-traps  will  catch  fome  of  thofe,  who  like  myfelf  have 
protefted,    with    imprudent  regard  for  mankind,  againft  the 
machinations  of  a  minifter,  whom  the   people  once   fondly 
fuppofed,   in  power  of  intellect   and  purity   of  intention,  to 
appioach  towards  the  perfection  of  fuperior  natures,  f     Making 
allowance  of  a  few  victims  to  be  facrificed   on  the  altar  of 
difappointed  malignity,  I  pledge  myfelf  that  no  very  fangui- 
nary  fcenes  lhall  be  acted  before  your  eyes,  provided  your  [pint 
continue  at  its  prefent  height,  and  your  reafon  recede  not  ten  degrees 
lackivards.    Public  opinion  will  ftill  be  the  fhield  of  innocence. 
Againft  fuch  an  obftacle  it  will  not  be  very  eafy 

"  To  fliut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind." 

Nor  will  a  Herod  or  a  Robefpierre,  mould  ever  fuch  a  monfter 
aifurne  the  fhape  of  a  Britilh  minifter,  be  able,  by  extenfion  of 
bloody  ftatutes,  to  accomplilh  a  general  llaughter  of  the  friends 
of  human-kind.  This  check  upon  cruelty  you  will  doubtlefs 
efteem  as  the  moft  fplendid  part  of  your  fuccefs. 

You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  another  effort  in  your 
own  behalf — in  behalf  of  your  bleeding  country  and  ftarving 
fellow-creatures,  if  it  can  be  fhewn  that  no  public  injury, 
(none  at  lcaft  which  War  does  not  threaten  in  a  much  greater 
degree)  can  be  reafonably  apprehended  from  an  immediate 
Peace.  Here  let  me  remind  you  of  an  obfervation  thrown  out 
by  Mr.  Burke,  as  I  think,  towards  the  clofe  of  that  war, 
which  Lord  North  could  not  lind  in  his  heart  to  bring  to  a 
conclulion.  If  no  extraordinary  occurrence  mould  enable  the 
minifter  to  make  peace  on  fuch  terms  that  he  might  hope  to 
keep  his  place,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  would  go  on  with  the 

A  2 

f  5ec  a  piece  entitled  R  e  a  so  ns,  &c.  publifhed  many  months  l^cfore 
hotlilities  commenced,  iri  which  the  author  vainly  foretold  that  a  dii  racltil 
and  difaftrous  war  terminat  n%  in  Or.lpotiiVn  or  an.irc'ny,  would  be  rj)«  n-lil- 
lible  coniequence  of  certain  practices  then  puii'uing  to  roul'c  and  ftrengthea 
national  antipathies. 
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to  the  end  of  the  century.     And,  when  you  have  coniidered  for 
a  moment  the  imperfect  ftate  of  our  common  nature,  and   the 
difregard  ambitious  men  have  always  fhewn  towards  human 
life,  tell  me  if  this  affertion  appear  extravagant.  To  judge  how 
far  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded  will  apply,  imagine 
all  poflible  difafters  to  have  fallen  on   this   country  ;  fuppofe 
the  continent  of  Europe  to  fmoak   with  the  blood  of  our  brave 
foldiers  whom  a  fuperior  enemy  has  cut  to  pieces ;  our  planta- 
tions in  diftrefs  for  lumber  and  provifions ;  the  iflands  themfelves 
threatened  by  the  enemy  ;  the  negroes  ripening  for  revolt  f — 
at  home,  taxes  every  feffion  increafing ;  new  burdens  to   be 
unavoidably  impofed  for  years  to  come,  in  order  to  provide  for 
expences  already  incurred  ;  a  great  fcarcity  juft  paft,    a  famine 
in    profpect;    the    middling    clafs    reduced    to   give  up  the 
accuftomed  comforts  of  life  ;  the  poor  perifhing  for  want  of  its 
neceffaries.     Were    this  reprefentation  realized,    would  you 
expect  a  penitential  confeffion  from  a  prime  minifter  though 
our  calamities  mould  be  the  direct  effect  of  his  meafures?  Is  it 
jn  nature  for  fuch  a  man  to  come  forward  in  the   face  of  his 
country  and  fay:  "  I  have  prefumed  too  far  3  my  fuccefs  in 
"  cabal  deluded  me.     I  have  had  greater  majorities  than  even 
t{  Lord  North  :  whenever  I  held  up  my  finger  the  nation  fhouted ; 
"  thefe  things  puffed  me  up  with  falfe  conceit.  Difburfing  places 
'*  at  will  to  brother,  coufin,  tutor,  play-fellow,  I  defpifed  the 
"  Emperor,  who  could  do  no  better  than  make  his  horfe  a  conful. 
i(  I  thought  myfelf  a  Statesman  equal  to  cope  with  real  diffi- 
"  culties.     But  I  dreadfully  mifcalculated ;  I  had  no  conception 
"  of  the  refinance  I  mould  have  to  encounter.     My  opponents 
"  indeed  prophefied  difafter ;  and  independent  men  foreboded 
"me  ill-luck.     My  helpmates,  however,  who  had  the  expe- 
"  rience  of  the  American  war,  bore  up  my  mind.     This  time, 
u  they  faid,  and  with  fo  many  allies  ive  must  fuccecd.     But  I 
*  find  that  our  efforts  to  reftore  a  monarchy  have  only  ferved 
"  to  cement  the  foundations  of  a  republic.     I   do  not  under- 
"  ftand  it;    it  is  wonderful ;    the  enemy's  fuccefs  will  be  the 
"miracle  of  hiftory*      My  head  fwims;    a   nation's    groans 
<(  pierce  me  to  the  heart.     My  fond   believing  countrymen  ! 
"  forgive  me.     What  I  yet  can,  I  will.     Let  not  your  curfes 
''•purfue   me  to  my   retirement;    wafte  not  your  energy  in 
"  wrath  ;  angry  words  will  neither  clofe  the  wounds  of  war 
"  nor  haften  the  blemngs  of  peace.     You  will  find  a  hand  to 
"  extricate  you ;    but  do  not,  oh  do  not  render  my  fucceffor 
"  fool-hardy  by  blind  confidence." 

If  a  minifter  with  ingenuoufnefs  to  feel  and  avow  his  inca- 
pacity be  not  in  precedent  and  fcarce  in  pofiibility,  what  is  the 
alternative?  why,  he  will  always  labour  to  make  out  a  plaufible 
cafe.  If  affairs  be  undeniably  03d,  he  will  tell  you  how  much 
worfe  they  might  Jiwve  been  !  if  his  plans  will  not  bear  difcuffion, 
he  will  feal  up  the  mouth  of  the  people  !     Since  the  man  who 

*   So  t\\e  minifter  called  an  event  of  which  the  caufes  are  perfectly  appa- 
rent, and  which  has  many  precedents  in  hiftory. 
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wages  war  without  fuccefs,  cannot  expect,  to  make  peace 
without  difgrace,  he  will  cry  out  for  a  prolongation  of  hoftilities. 
Every  ftroke  of  the  enemy  may  take  him  by  furprize  :  of  the 
next  month's  events  he  may  know  no  more  tharra  boy,'  gazing 
at  the  iky,  of  the  fhape  of  the  next  cloud  that  mall  afcend  from 
the  horizon!  Neverthelefs,  lie  will  fwear  by  all  that's  pro- 
bable, that  the  next  Campaign  {hall  bring  the  enemy  to 
your  feet.  Having  told  you  how  much  the  profpect  abroad  is 
to  his  fatis faction,  he  will  lament,  that  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple at  home  is  not  altogether  lo  comfortable  as  he  could  wifh. 
The  bulk  of  Engliihmcn  he  will  acknowledge  to  have  little 
familiarity  with  roaft-beef  and  plumb-pudding.  But  as 
anciently  in  all  miihaps  the  guilty  perlbn  attempted  to  ihift 
the  blame  to  the  Devil  and  Dr.  Fauttus,  fo  will  the  minitter 
try  to  divert  your  attention  from  the  evils  aclually  felt  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  mal-adminiftration,  to  t hole  that  may  pojjibly 
arife  from  Thelwall  and  the  London  correfponding  fociety. 

It   appears   then  that  a  minifter's  concern  is  to  keep  his 
place:  the  people's  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor  in  peace. 
To  procure  for  himfelf  the  larger!:  fuppjy  of  the  necelTaries  and 
comforts    of  life  every   individual   fhould  be  on   the  watch 
to  prevent   an   umiecrjjary  increafe   of  that  portion  of  his  property 
ivhich  is  gathered  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Jiate .     In  all  queftions, 
where  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  the  fpecial  evidence  of 
the  cafe  fhould  be  confidered,     No  attention  mould  be  paid  to 
unmeaning  phrafes  or  t,o  maxims  calculated  merely  to  puzzle 
fools.     Are  you  told,  that  adm'miflration  ought  to  be  fupported? 
let  your  anfwer  be,  "  yes ;  if  adminidration  be  right,  it  ought 
"  to  be  fupported  ;  if  wrong,  to  be  corrected.     In  either  cafe, 
"  its  deligns  and  means  mult  firft  be  examined." — With  thefe 
views  I  (hall  undertake  to  enquire,   1.  Whether  it  is  probable 
that  any  object,  worthy  an  immenfe  effufion  of  trealure,  car: 
be  attained  by  a  continuance  of  the  war.     2.  Whether  any 
fuch  object  (as  it  is  pretended  by  the  mini  iter/"!]  as  been  attain- 
ed.    And  3.  I  fhall  briefly  'ftate  the'motlves  of  the  feveral  par- 
tics  who  originally  fupported  his  military  mea lures. 

1.  Firfl,  then,  it  is  faid,  that  a  degradation  of  dignity  will 
be  incurred  by  any  motion  on  our  part  towards  peace.  I  doubt 
if  there  be  a  word  in  the  whole  dictionary  of  which  mankind 
have  been  more  the  dupes  than  of  this  word  DIGNITY. 
You  may  conceive  that  I  have  not  room  for  all  I  could  fay  on 
this  head.  Eut  every  perlbn  of  found  fenfe  will,  I  imagine, 
ynderftand  and  admit  the  truths  conveyed  in  thefe  lines  : 

Go  !   lead,  ma;. kind  to  Truth's  for  Taken  (brine, 
Amend  by  morals,    and  by  arts  reiinc  ; 
Or  lift,  wnh  Mercy's  characters  unfurl'4 
The  flag  of  Pi.  AC  E,   and  Hill  a  warring  world. 
So  fhall  with  grateful  trump  applauding  l'atnc 
1  o  tribes  unborn  announce  thv  pntriot  name  ; 
High  o'er  thy   tomb  with  chifl'cl  bold  engrave: 
' '  '  T  1  S  1  K  <J  i  NOBILITY  TO   StkVK  AMD  S  A  V  L 

Froruii  MS.  I  mil.  of  Juvei:al  by 
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In  fad:,  a  mind,  which  once  fuffers  a  divorce  to  take  place 
between  the  idea  of  dignity  and  the  idea  of  utility,  may  be 
brought  to  render  homage  to  a  bundle  of  fhreds,  fticks,  and 
firaws,  fet  up  in  a  garden  to  fcare  fparrows,  as  to  the  thing, 
the  moft  dignified  in  God's  creation.  Who  then  is  moil  entitled 
to  refpect  ?  He,  you  will  reply,  who  has  the  belt  capacity  and 
employs  it  in  the  belt  manner,  to  do  fervice  to  the  community, 
judge  then,  whether  to  exert  the  active  virtue  of  the  good 
Samaritan,  be  not  more  likely  to  enfure  refpect  to  an  admi- 
n  titration,  than  to  profefs  themfelves  difpofed  to  bind  up  the 
wo  rids  of  the  human  race  j  only  it  is  an  office  beneath  them  ; 
only  they  cannot  ftoop  fo  low. — Associated  powers  of 
hypocrisy  and  nonsense  !  to  what  have  not  thofe  men 
Hooped — ibme  from  ambition  and  fome  from  avarice — who 
would  now  hold  up  our  dignity  out  of  the  reach  of  Peace  ? 

But  it  is  faid  that  to  Jlieiu  a  pacific  dijpofition  ivould  be  to 
confefs  our  iveaknejs  and  therefore  ferve  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
enemy.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  a  better  teft  of  temper  than 
to  be  put  to  anfwer  an  argument  like  this ;  as  if  it  were  not 
notorious  to  all  the  world  that  we  have  been  much  diftreft, 
arid  are  more  alarmed,  on  the  fcore  of  provisions !  as  if  a  fpecinc 
offer  to  negociate  conveyed  any  particular  intelligence  con- 
cerning thofe  points  where  the  Britifh  empire  may  be  moft 
vulnerable  !  as  if  the  enemy  had  waited  till  this  hour  to  put 
forth  all  their  ftrength !  in  a  word,  as  if,  being  backward  to 
quarrel  and  forward  to  come  to  terms,  were  held  in  any  country 
for  figns  of  cowardice  ! 

But  to  male  peace  at  this moment ivould be  to  render  property 
hifeiure.  In  this  objection  there  is  fo  much  of  meaning  as  en- 
titles it  to  examination.  Our  pofTeffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
have  not  been  much,  if  at  all,  in  queftion.  I  fhall  therefore 
connder  the  objection  as  applying  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  to 
property  at  home. — The  war  between  France  and  England 
provoked  the  dangerous  decree  for  emancipating  the  negroes. 
By  our  miniitry  and  by  our  traders  it  was  doubtlefs  expected, 
that  the  great  naval  power  of  Great  Britain  would  at  once 
dhlodge  the  enemy  from  thofe  iflands,  and  prevent  them  from 
ever  getting  foot  there  again.  Their  inteitine  quarrels  feemed 
likely  to  facilitate  an  undertaking,  originally  not  very  difficult. 
How  miferably  we  have  been  difappointed  in  this,  you  well 
know.  Jnffead  of  being  the  affailants  we  are  reduced  to  a 
defen five  war.  Inftead  of  fpreading  terror,  we  have  lain,  I 
forget  how  long,  under  conftant  apprehenfion  of  fuffering  from 
invarion  or  revolt.  Allowing  nothing  for  the  lofs  of  fo  many 
brave  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  nothing  for  the  conftant  ex- 
pence  of  keeping  fhefe  iflands,  tr;e  fum  wafted  in  hoflilities 
in  this  quarter  will  probably  not  be  replaced  by  the  profits  of 
Uade  for  an  :ige  to  come. 

In 
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In  time  of  peace  the  Weft-India  plantations  would  not  be 
in  diftrets  for  want  of  tbofe  fuppiies  for  which  they  mud  de- 
pend on  the  old  continent  or  the  new.  The  fiaves  not  being 
pinched  by  ftiort  allowance,  this  fource  of  diffatisfaction  would 
be  dried  up.  To  the  wifdoni  and  humanity  of  the  planters  it 
belongs  to  appeafe  the  fpirit  of  infurreclion,  by  foftening  \h*$ 
hard  condition  of  bondage.  During  the  leiiure  and  fecurityof 
peace  they  might  adopt  fuch  regulations  of  police  as  fhould 
exclude  external  irritations.  Such  is  manifeltly  the  condition 
of  war,  that  while  unavoidable  circumltanees  render  the  negroes 
more  than  commonly  djfcontanted,  there  are  hourly  chances 
that  the  enemy  may  break  in  and  kindle  a  flame  we  cannot 
get  under.  Is  it  defigned  by  protraction  of  the  war 
to  drive  frorm  thefe  regions  every  Frenchman,  who  takes  for 
his  political  creed  the  French  declaration  of  rights  ?  Is  it  after- 
wards intended  to  butcher  all  the  negroes  on  whofe  ear-  the 
name  of  liberty  has  firuck  ?  I  hope  that  the  laft  expedient  has 
not  been  diftinclly  conceived,  even  by  the  apoftles  of  extermi- 
nating  warfare  in  Europe.  The  former  I  will  fhew  under  the 
next  head  to  be  the  molt  hopelefs  of  improbabilities.  In  inert, 
vary  ever  fo  much  the  pofition  of  your  means,  you  mult  depend 
on  peace  for  the  opportunity  of  fettling  internal  diforders  3  and 
on  peace  too  for  fafety  againft  aggreiiion  from  without.  Is  it 
not  likely  that  whatever  requires  adjuftment,  will  run  into 
wilder  diforder,  the  longer  the  arranging  hand  is  withheld? 
It  is  certain  the  French  will  not  defift  as  long  as  the  war  fhail 
rage  from  fcattering,  the  feeds  of  disturbance. 

I  do  not  expect  that  war  will  leave,  in  fo  good  plight  as  it 
found,  any  part  of  the  empire.  It  would  be  ftran^e  if  the 
caufes  of  ruin  mould  leave  no  traces  behind  where  they  have 
been  mod  bufy  at  work.  But  if  any  individual  mall  be  found 
tofuffer  from  the  terms  of  pacification,  let  him  receive  com- 
penfation  from  the  public.  This,  even  if  we  fuppoie  that  war 
can  reftore  the  wafted  eftafes  in  good  condition  to  their  owners  ; 
2nd  though  we  once  more  fuffer  the  lives  of  our  countrymen 
to  pafs  as  of  no  value,  will  be  the  cheaper  mode.  But  ive  Have 
Levellers  at  home,  ivlio  ivould  equally  divide  our  lands  ami 
/ipufes,  goods  and  chattels,  ajjign  to  each  man  Ins  lot.  The  poet 
Dryden,  I  remember,  in  a  long  on  certain  "  young  flatefmeh  ' 
of  his  time,  imputes  to  them  the  following  ingenious  plot  : 

Firft,  they  would  bribe  us  without  pence, 
Deceive   us   without  common   feiifej 
And   without  power    cullave  ! 

Of  the  laft  point,  there  tan  be  no  qucftion  in  thefe  dayrs  ;  nor 
lias  any  modern  politician,  young  or  old,  I  believe  thought  it 
a  feafible  fcheme  to  bribe  without  money  or  money's  worth  , 
but  John  Bull,  it  nnvft  be  owned,  has  been  molt  corupleatly 
gulled  by  the  term  equality  in  defiance  of  common  lenle.  It 
is  however  now  unneceflarv  to  enter  into  much  epxlanation  of 

the 
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the  niifappiehenfion.  Il  is  fuificient  to  affirm  in  the  firft  place, 
that  the  maddeil  of  the  French  allemblies,  in  the  higheftfury 
of  their  paroxyfms,  neither  palled  any  decree,  nor  held  anv 
deliberation,  to  this  purport;  and  in  the  fecond  to  challenge 
the  greateft  fcholar  among  oar  alarmifts  to  produce  any  book 
of  the.  imalleft  credit  and  not  compoied  by  a  fpy,  in  which  this 
do6trine  is  delivered.  No  individual,  I  believe,  of  a  found  mind, 
has  hinted  a  with  for  this  fpecies  of  equalization.  It  is  true, 
that  a  few  benevolent  enthufiafts,  feeing  that  almoft  all  crimes 
may  be  referred  to  extreme  poverty,  to  the  defire  or  abufe  of 
wealth,  have  imagined  that  in  fome  diftant  age  men  would 
become  Chrifrians  in  more  than  profeffion,  "  love  their  neigh- 
bour as  themfelves,"  and  agree  that  the  ground  might  be  tilled 
for  the  common  benefit.  Of  the  former  calumny,  itis  to  be  hoped 
that  its  propagators  and  thofe  who  favoured  its  propagation, 
are  now  afhamed.  The  idea  of  violent  diftribution,  if  ever 
entertained  among  the.  moft  brutalized  of  our  fpecies,  muft  have 
been  fuggefted  by  this  very  imprudent  act  of  bad  faith. 

I  fhould  Be  foath  to  fwear  that  the  alarm  of  miniftry  for  a 
certain  very  peculiar  kind  of  property,  was  not  among  the 
moft  efficient  caufes  of  the  war.  I  mean  the  property  enjoyed 
by  certain  benefactors  of  their  country  under  the  title  of  pen- 
fions,  places,  and  finecures.  But  I  aik  if  there  were  any  wicked 
enough  to  think  that  tenures  of  thisjpecies  ought  to  unctfergo' 
fome  alteration,  from  whom  did  they  acquire  the  notion  ?  Ts 
it  not  upon  record  that  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf  was  accuftomed  to 
declare  in  public  places,  u  that  there  were  in  moft  of  the  public 
"  offices,  finecure  places  to  which  great  falarieu  were  annexed; 
"  and  that  the  nation  is  burdened  to  pay  officers  who  perform 
"  no  fervices  whatever.— This  is  good  ground  for  reform." 
(Commons  Debates,  Feb.  10,  17 83. J  Did  I  know  of  any  argu- 
ment tending  to  fhew  that  war  promifed  liability  to  property, 
even  of  this  fort,  I  would  examine  it.  The  grand  univerfal 
argument  on  the  other  fide  is  this.  Every  fenfitive  being 
is  difpofed,  by  uneafy  feelings,  to  change  his  pofture.  A  dog* 
if  he  lie  down  on  a  concealed  thorn,  will  fhift  his  quarters. 
Want,  the  companion  of  war,  muft  tend  to  produce  this  dif- 
pofition  to  change  in  every  people.  I  add,  that  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil  increafes  human  fenfibility.  Old  nuifances, 
therefore,  would  occafion  greater  re fllefsnefs  now  than  hereto- 
fore. When  new  caufes  of  diftrefs  fupervene,  we  muft 
calculate  the  danger  according  to  the  compound  ratio  of  the 
increafed  powers  of  evil  and  theincreafedfufceptibility  to, pain, 
I  conclude,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  in  peace  which  foothes, 
not  in  war  which  irritates,  to  render  property,  were  it  threat- 
ened, fafe  from  the  hazard  of  a  forcible  divifion. 

St.  Domingo  is  another  lure.  We  have  a  great  armament 
ready  :  JliaU  ive  not  Jtake  our  fortune  agabijl  this  Jim  ijland  ? 
The  lofs  of  our  American  colonies  compleally  jufiified  the  rea- 
fonings  of  thofe  politicians,    who    maintain'd   that   foreign 

pofTeiTions 


(    9    ) 

poffcdions  are  no  advantage,  but  an  incumbrance  to  any  ftate. 
.Neverthelefs, , they  are  ftif]  un  wifely  and  unjuftly  coveted  by 
the  manufacturer  and  the  merchant,  not  lefs  than  by  the  mats 
of  the  people.  I  moft  fincerely  with,  that  we  may  not  lofe  any 
of  our  iflands ;  the  confequence  would  be  ruinous  to  many 
families;  audit  is  with  nations  as  with  individuals ;  neither, 
can  fuddenly  depart  without  rifque  from  bad  habits.  But  I 
wifh  with  equal  eameftnefs,  that  no  minifter  may  fo  far  com- 
ply with  vulgar  prejudice  as  to  hang  this  great  mill-ftone  round 
the  neck  of  Great-Britain.  1  believe  it  will  not  be  in  his  power. 
From  the  yaft  fize  and  population  of  the  colony,  its  conqueft 
will  require  an  immenfe  force.  The  neceflfary  averfion  of  the 
natives  to  the  Englifh  as  ftrangers,  and  the  mortality  of  our 
foldiers  in  hot  climates  would  render  it  extremely  difficult  to 
keep.  The  jealoufy  of  Spain  would  probably  induce  her  to 
take  part  againft  us.  Thus  betides  the  difficulty  of  the  conqueft, 
we  mould  have  to  encounter  a  new  enemy ;  an  enemy  which 
can  put  a  flrong  force  to  fea,  and  from  which  we  cannot  as 
formerly  expect  rich  prizes.  •  Were  Spain  to  pour  troops  into 
St.  Domingo,  we  might  perhaps  keep  up  the  war  for  feveral 
campaigns  ;  we  mould  juft  be  matters  of  the  ground  where  our 
army  was  encamped,  as  we  were  in  America  ;  and  I  fancy  we 
mould  wind  up  the  account  as  we  did  in  that  country. 

By  whatfoever  power  it  is  occupied,  we  {hall  manufacture 
for  it ;  and  I  confefs  I  had  rather  not  be  at  the  expence  of 
garrifons.  To  keep  a  colony  for  the  fake  of"  felling  it  goods, 
is  much  the  fame  fort  of  folly  as  if  a  tradefman  were  to  under- 
take to  keep  my  houfe  in  repair,  for  the  fake  of  my  exclufjive 
cuftom.  Expence  as  £100  is  generally  incurred  for  the  fake 
of  profit  as  £10.  This  way  of  doing  bufinefs  muff,  lead  to 
beggary  5  and  the  expence  of  acquiring,  defending,  and  retain- 
ing diiiant  poffeflions  is  a  principal  reafon  why  the  nation  has 
become  gradually  more  and  more  impoverifhed. — The  nation 
impoverithed  !  You  ftart  at  my  rafhnefs  or  fmile  at  my  igno- 
rance— But  I  have  well  weighed  the  allegation,  and  am  ready 
when  you  plealewith  my  evidence.  The  number  of  individuals 
without  food,  fuel,  or  cloathing  neceflary  to  health,  has 
(I  afTert)  been  augmenting  for  a  long  fucceffion  of  years.  From 
medical  books,  where  it  exifts  in  great  profution,  I  have  col- 
lected proof  to  fatisfy  a  jury,  that  between  the  end  of  the  late 
war  and  the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  general  wrctchednefs 
rapidly  advanced.  This  is  the  period  of  Mr.  Pitt's  adminitlration. 
But  though  I  believe  he  did  nothing  to  (tern,  I  do  not  perceive 
that  he  took  pains  to  lead  on,  this  fpreadiflg  inundation  of  evil. 
He  left  it  to  its  courfe.  His  mighty  mind  was  more  munifi- 
cently occupied  than  in  deviling  dykes  and  dama  to  keep  the 
waters  of  tribulation  out  of  the  poor  man's  tjw  Ming. 

I  have  now  regularly  conduced  you  to  the  inch-by-inch 
difputed  and  gore-cj'renched  fields  of  Flanders.  Shall  ive  fuffer 
France  to  number  ainong  her  citizens  the  million:  that  inhabit  the 
countries  Jhe  at  prefent  holds  by  conq/ufl  ?  J  anfwer  firft,  if  the 
people  themfelves  prefer  their  prefent  to  their  former  matters, 
we  have  no  title  to  raife  difficulties.  Whence  can  arile  our 
,  B  right 
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right  to  force  again  an  odious  and  galling  yoke  on  their  necks  ? 
If  they  diflike  the  new  connection,  then  I  fay  the  Flemifh 
provinces  will  not  be  an  acceilion  of  ftrength,  but  a  drain  and 
a  fource  of  weaknefs  to  France.  The  conquerors  will  in  this 
cafe  be  obliged  to  maintain  a  ftrong  military  force  in  thefe 
countries,  of  which  the  expenee  will  bring  no  return,  and 
which  if  laid  out  wifely  at  home  would  add  immensely  to  their 
refources.  Again,  if  the.  heart  of  the  Flemings  be  with  their 
neighbours,  no  earthly  force  can  probably  disunite  them. — 
Moreover,  all  thofe  arguments  apply  to  this  queftion,  by  which 
our  mofl  able  politicians  have  laboured  to  difluade  us  from  con- 
tinental wars,  A  former  minifter  boafted  of  "  conquering 
America  and  Germany."  Good  heaven  !  with  what  emotions 
rnuft  this  bravado  have  been  heard  by  a  being  capable  of  look- 
ing but  a  little  way  into  futurity  ?  With  what  pity  for  the  peo- 
ple, and  fcorn  of  the  boafler  muft  he  have  compared  the  two 
acts  of  that  bloody  farce  >  the  firft  of  coftly  conqueft;  the 
fecond,  of  more  coftly  difpoffefhon. — To  intrigue  under  pre- 
tence of  maintaining  the  balance  of  power  may  be  a  pretty 
amufement  to  the  perfons  who  fueceflively  fit  in  the  cabinet, 
But  for  the  happinefs  and  eafe  of  the  people,  who,  that  has  a 
head  to  confider  and  a  heart  to  feel,  will  doubt  that  it  is  requi- 
site for  us  to  follow  the  example  of  the  prudent  Swifs  ?  Let  us 
improve  our  inclofures,  enclofe  our  waftes,  and  keep  our  navy 
throng.  To  attempt  to  portion  out  the  Continent  of  Europe  is 
to  run  a  muck  againft  impoffibility  ;  -from  which  acl:  of  madnefs 
we  can  derive  only  wounds,  death,  and  diftrefs.  Soldiers  are 
unproductive  labourers  at  high  wages.  To  apply  a  tenth  part 
of  our  military  expences  to  productive  labour  would  make  us 
invulnerable  at  home,  and  raife  us  higher  in  the  fcale  of  nations, 
than  wafting  the  whole  fum  in  this  labour  of  deftruction 
abroad.  Providence  (who  will  deny  it  ?)  defigned  France  to  be 
a  mighty  nation.  We  felt  her  might  even  when  her  govern- 
ment was  defpotic  :  we  have  felt  it  frill  more,  fine*  th;e  inhabi- 
tants have  been  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  Freedom  :  when  they 
iKaUbe  recruited  by  her  bleffed  fruits,  they  will  wax  ftronger 
ftill.  That  country's  power,  we  fee,  was  not  annihilated  as 
Mr. Burke  pronounced  !  it  has  not  periihed  in  convullions  as  Mr. 
Pitt  foretold  at  one  time,  nor  of  an  atrophy,  as  he  predicted 
at  another;  we  may  then  as  well  ceafe  to  fpend  ourfeives  in 
vain  ftruggles  againft  the  unalterable  and  unconquerable  nature 
of  things.  Oh  no  !  be  afTured,  my  countrymen,  God  has  not 
given  thefe  praters  ftrength  equal  to  their  malice.  They  can- 
not ftamp  a  country  to  atoms,  and  fcatter  its  duft  to  the  winds 
of  heaven. 

Thefe  confiderations  might  be  drawn  out  to  an  indefinite 
extent.  I  have  only  fpace  for  hints.  I  fhall  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  reinforcing  what  I  have  faid,  and  fupplying  what 
I  may  have  omitted  by  another  quotation  from  the  Dean  of 
Gloucefter.  His  venerable  authority  (for  he  cannot  be  fufpected 
of  afentiment  adyerfe  to  any  part  of  the  eftablifhment  either 
in  church  or  ftate)  might  weigh  with  you;  but  unluckily  in 
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political  wifdom,  he  is  above  an  hundred  years  before  our 
Dundaffes,  our  Jenkinfons  and  our  Pitts.  Thofe  among  you, 
therefore,  who  (till  trull  in  them,  will  take  no  heed  of  what  the 
Dean  fays ;  to  thofe  who  do,  the  old  man's  counfel  will  be  of 
no  avail,  while  the  prefent  miniftry  are  fuffered  to  mifmanage 
public  affairs.  "  Whence,  fays  this  able  reafoner,  u  does  the 
'■dangerous  influence  of  the  Crown  arife ?  and  how  is  its 
"  growth  to  be  prevented  ?  Its  caufes  are  cur  vaft  territories 
"  abroad,  and  thofe  ruinous  wars  and  immenfe  expences  which 
"  they  occahon  ;  aqd  ever  will  occaflon  while  we  are  connected 
{C  with  them,  under  one  pretence  or  another.  Can  any  man 
'.'  make  a  doubt  of  this  ?  If  he  doth,  let  him  try  even  in  imagina- 
"  tion  to  fubftitute  a  fyftem  for  the  government  or  reduction 
"  of  fuch  remote  countries,  which  would  ftand  clear  of  thofe 

"  evils  which  we  now  feel  and  continually  deplore  ? 

"  Who  is  to  have  the  appointment  and  the  payment  of  all  the 

'*  troops,  and  of  all  the  fquadrons,  tranfports;  alfo  of  the  feve- 

u  ral  officers,  Commanders,  contractors,  purveyors,  furveyors, 

li  examiners,  (tore-keepers,  deputies,  clerks,  and  of  numberlefs 

"  other  beings  to  be  employed  ?  *  *  *  *  *     How  will  you  pre- 

"  vent  the  Crown  from  gaining  a  prodigious  influence  by  the 

"  creation  of  fuch  a  multitude  of  new  appointments,  and  by  the 

"  annual  expenditure  of  the  many  millions  which  will  be  want- 

"  ed  for  the  payment  of  them  ?     How  will  you  prevent  it,  I 

"  fay,  while  it  has  fnch  gainful  things  to  give  ?■  even  fuppofing 

"  (what  no  man  in  his  ienfes  can  fuppofe)   that  not  a   fingle 

u  place  would  be  created  nor  a  farthing  expended  beyond  what 

(<  the  nature  of  the  cafe  required  ?  yet  even  on  this  fnppofition^ 

"  and  without  jobs  or  embezzlements,  fo  many  lucrative   places 

"  all  neceffarily  on  the  difpofal  of  the   crown — mull   create   a 

"  dependance,  call  it  by  what  name  youpleafe.     And  this   is 

ft  the  very  influence  which  now  too  much  preponderates  in  our 

"  public  councils.     Here  the  fecret  is  out   at  laft.     The  legal 

"  and  constitutional  influence  of  the  crown  is  not  to  be  blamed  ; 

"  but  our  diftant  unwieldy  colonies  and  our  ruinous  wars   tor 

"  their  fake  are  the  real  £aufes   of  all  our  complaints."     The 

writer  goes  on  to  aifert  that  the  proper  remedy  of  thefe  evils 

is  to  V  renounce  all  foreign  pdffeOipns  and  to  cultivate  the  arts 

'•'of  peace  in  the   two  fruitful   iflands   of  Great  Britain  and 

"Ireland."     Whether  his  delponding  conclution  be  not   more 

applicable  now   than   in    1780;  different    readers  will  decide 

differently.     The  conclufion  it felf  is  as  follows  :  "  as   long  as 

"  the  temper  and  intellect  of  mankind  mail  remain  in  tins 

"  wretched  and  disordered  Hate,  nothing  truly  good  can  be  ex- 

"  pe&ed.  We  mnft  therefore  wait  patiently  tor  better  times. ' 

I  fufpend  for  the  moment  the  execution  of  the  two  laft  part 
ofmydclign:  I  have  a  little  anticipated   the  fecond.     I   had 
intended  to  copy  the  Pitt  and  Grenviile  affertions  concerning 
myftical  advantages  gained  by  the  war,  and  to  have  oppofed  tu 
them  other  affertions  fupported  by  realont. 

To  fort  the  heterogeneous  motives  to  which  the  war  owed 
its  rife  would   have  been    infinitely   curious.      I   fliould   have 
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afeertained  the  caufe  of  the  minifter's  alarm;  of  the  alarm 
among  country  gentlemen,  or  rather  the  opulent  in  general; 
of  the  alarm  felt  by  certain  perfons  of  itrong  underftandings, 
grown  awry,  who  have  equally  diftinguilhed  themfclves  by 
oppoling  the  pair,  and  promoting  the  prefent.  war.  I  fhould 
have  noticed  the  effects  of  religious,  but  raoft  unchrihHan,  zeal. 
I  have  often  wondered  when  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Grenville 
have  been  declaiming  a gainft  French  irreltgion,  that  no  perfon 
afked  for  a  light  of  the  inftrument  from  heaven,  by  which  they 
were  appointed  inquisitors  general  of  this  planet,  the 
earth.  There  is  a  deluded  nation  inhabitating  Mount  Leba 
non,  which  is  (aid  to  pay  adoration  to  the  Devil.  This  appears 
one  ftep  in  impiety  beyond  atheifm  itfelf.  But  if  we  are  called 
upon  to  convert  thefe  poor  people,  I  apprehend  war  not  to  be 
afltinitrumentofconverfion.  Hence  J  conclude,  that  as  infi- 
delity of  whatever  fpecies  is  nojuft  ground  of  quarrel  among 
nations,  it  ought  never  to  have  been  mentioned,  unlets  the 
defign  were  to  inflame  inftead  of  enlightening. — I  mould  have 
had  occalion  to  fpeak  of  thole  tender-hearted  members  of  foci- 
ety,  who  provided  they  can  get  more  than  legal  intereft<for 
their  money,  are  always  ready  to  advance  it  towards  marching 
frefh  levies  of  their  countrymen  to  glory  over  the  bleaching 
bones  of  their  predecefibrs. 

Thus  have  I  concluded  with  all  brevity  what  I  propofed. 
My  intention  was  to  afcertain  whether  a  difpaflionate  enquirer 
could  expect  from  perleverance  in  bloodfhed  any  advantage 
worth  the  rifque  merely  of  millions  of  pounds  fterling.  I  have 
left  no  material  point  wholly  untouched.  Were  honeft  Shylock 
to  hold  the  fcales,  he  would  not  pronounce  that  war  pre- 
ponderated. Of  the  bleffing  of  peace  I  have  laid  nothing. 
I  was  not  making  a  fchook boy's  exercife.  Who  is  ignorant 
that  peaceful  indunry  alone  bears  the  Horn  of  Plenty  in 
her  arms  ?  Or  if  there  be  by  chance  a  reader,  who  does 
not  rightly  know    what  this  plirafe   means,     I   will   make. 

him  underftand  me. Let    him    imagine    a    young   and 

fmiling  Female,  with  bread  in  one  hand  and  potatoes  in  the 
other,  feeding  his  lean  and  pale  faced  infants,  till  they 
become  plump  and  rofy  like  Cherubim — Well,  this  Female 
is  Peace  ! 

THOMAS  BLDDOES. 


Since  this  Pamphlet  was  compofed,  report  of  a  propoftion  to  the  Hoitfe 
of  Commons  ref peeling  peace,  has  reached  the  Author.  Heftppfes  that 
the  minijter,  alarmed  at  the  general  oppofition  to  the  noted  hills,  and  the 
cry  for  peace  at  many  late  public  meetings*  J<  els  that  he  mnjl  now  try 
to  appcafe  the  national  indignation.  If  peace  fpeed/ly  follow,  the  people 
may  jujfly  afcrihe  it  to  their  exertion* — if  not,    it  will  be  their  intere/i 

foon  to  exert  thcmfilves  an  w. Whither   this  vczus  be  true,  avd if 

true,  will  be  productive  of  good,  time  mnjl  decide.  It  is  too  certain  that 
the  minijler  has  in  view  a  moji  odious  and  dflrublive  tax  en  farmers7 
horfes.  A  burden  of  this  nature  on  agriculture,  flight  in  fund,  but 
heavy  inpreffur  ,  is  faid  to  have  partly  ruined  Spain.  Mr.  Pitt  avers 
this  tax  will  fall  on  the  farmer  who  can  well  afford  ta  pay  it.    But 

furely   the  public  good  feii/e  will  difdain   the  pretence.     For  will  it  not 


